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SUBJECT: MTN: TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP; INFORMAL MEETING PRIOR TO 
SEVENTH MEETING OF GROUP 

1 . GATT SECRETARIAT HELD INFORMAL MEETING OF PRICNIPAL 
COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN TROPICAL PRODUCTS (TP) NEGOTIATIONS 
TUESDAY, MAY 10, TO REVIEW SCENARIO FOR MAY 12-13 MEEING OF 
TP GROUP. TP GROUP CHAIRMAN, AMBASSADOR MARTINEZ OF 
ARGENTINA, NOTED THAT AGENDA INCLUDED THREE PRINCIPAL 
TOPICS: (A) REVIEW OF CONCESSIONS OR CONTRIBUTIONS MADE; 

(B) STATUS OF BILATERAL/PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS THAT 
HAVE BEEN HELD; (C) FUTURE WORK PROGRAM. 

2. INFORMAL MEETING WAS VERY LOW KEY. MANY PRINCIPAL DC 
AND LDC DLEEGATION S DID NOT MAKE STATEMENTS. CENTRAL 
AMERICAN COMMON MARKET (CACM) REPREE- 
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SENTATIVE, BARAHONA, SAW NEED FOR "NEW MECHNISM" TO 
OVERCOME IMPASSE IN TIP GROUP. HE MENTIONED NEED FOR SOME 
MULTILATERALIZATION OR PLURILATERALIZATION OF 
CONSULTATIONS. HE ALSO SUGGESTED GATT SECRETARIAT 
PREPARE A JOINT LIST OF LDC REQUESTS IN THE TP GROUP 
WHICH HAD NOT YET BEEN ANSWERED. HE NOTED THAT THIS 
LIST OF UNFULFILLED REQUESTS IN TP GROUP COULD ALSO 
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BE USED FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS IN OTHER MTN GROUPS, 

SUCH AS TARIFFS AND AGRICULTURE. 

3. AMBASSADOR JARAMILLO (COLOMBIA), SPEAKIG FOR 
ANDEAN GROUP, SAID OFFERS THAT HAD BEEN IMPLEMENTED 
WERE NOT OF MUCH VALUE TO ANDEANS. HE ALSO NOTED 
THAT THE ANDEAN GROUPS'S "LARGEST MARKET" HAD NOT YET 
IMPLEMENTED ITS OFFER AND LOOKED FOR A POSITVE STEP, 

I.E,? BY US, IN ORDER THAT ITS POSITION WOULD NOT 
CONTINUE TO ADVERSELY AFFECT THE WORK OF THE GROUP. 

HE REPEATED VIEW OF COLOMBIA THAT THEY WOULD MAKE 
CONTRIBUTION GLOBALLY TO MTN, AND NOT WITHIN CONTEXT 
OF TP NEGOTIATIONS. HE BELIEVED TP GROUP SHOULD 
REMAIN IN BEING TO EXAMINE - NTER ALIA - WHAT IS 
HAPPENING TO TROPICAL PRODUCTS OF INTEREST TO LDCS 

IN OTHER MTN GROUPS. HE ALSO NOTED THAT ELIMINATION 
OF NTMS ON PRODUCTS OF INTEREST TO LDCS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED. ONE POSSIBLITY FOR FURTHER WORK IN TP 
GROUP WOULD BE PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS OF TWO OR 
MORE LDC DELEGATIONS WITH INTEREST IN SAME PRODUCT 
IN DC MARKET. 

4. NIGERIA (ADEWAKUN) NOTED THAT MANY OF THE CONTRI- 
BUTIONS MADE IN TP NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN GSP. AND THAT 
GSP IN PAST HAD NOT BEEN FULLY SUED BY MANY COUNTRIES 
DUE TO VARIOUS CONDITIONS THAT HAD BEEN ATTACHED TO IT. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT A SUMMARY OF THESE CONDITIONS 
(INCLUDING THE EXPECTED DURATION OF THE CONCESSION) 
SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO GSP OFFER. CHAIRMAN MARINEZ 
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NOTED THAT QUESTION OF EVENTUAL "COMPENSATION" FOR GSP 
TP OFFERS, WHEN THEY WERE WITHDRAWN OR MODIFIED, WAS AN 
IMPORTANT QUESTION. 

5. CANADA (GORE) NOTED THAT GSP CONCESISIONS IN TP 
NEGOTIATIONS WERE UNILATERAL AND NONRECIPROCAL, AND 
WERE MENAT TO BE TEMPORARY. HE NOTED CANADIAN OPPOSITION 
IN PRINCIPLE TO PLURILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS, NOTING THAT 
CANADIAN EXPERIENCE HAD BEEN THAT CONCRETE PROGRESS 
WAS ONLY POSSIBLE ON A DETAILED, BILATERAL, PRODUCT-BY- 
PRODUCT BASIS OF CONSULTATIONS IN WHICH SPECIFIC TRADE 
INTEREST OF REQUESTING COUNTRY WAS SPELLED OUT. HE 

WAS NOT CONVINCED THAT ANYTHING COULD BE GAINED BY 
BROADENING THE CONSULTATIONS TO INCLUDE A LARGE NUMBER 
OF REQUESTING COUNTRIES. HE ALSO NOTED THAT CAN AD 
DID NOT FORESEE ANY IMPROVEMENT IN ITS TP OFFER EXCEPT 
IN THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AND OTHER 
MTN GROUPS. AUSTRALIA (RYAN) SAID THAT AUSTRALIA ALSO 
WAS NOT PREPARED TO MAKE ANY ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
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TO THE TP NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. US DEL (GRAEF) MADE BRIEF STATEMENT IN 
RESPONSE TO COLOBIAN DEL THAT REITERATED US 
POSITION OF NOT MAKING UNILATERAL CONCESSIONS IN THE 
MTN, BUT NOTING THAT IT HAD HELD SOME SERIOUS AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE CONSULTATIONS SINCE OCTOBER MEETING, AND 
WAS WILLING TO ENGAGE IN CONSULTATIONS WITH ANY 
DELEGATION AT ANY TIME. 

7. COMMENT: MEETING WAS SURPRISINGLY LOW-KEY, WITH 
FOCUS ON FUTURE WORK PROGRAM AND "VALUE" OF GSP 
CONTRIBUTIONS. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE 
SUPPORT FOR CACM PROPOSAL, IT POSSIBLE THAT LDCS 
(WHO ARE CAUCUSING MAY 1 1 ) MAY UNIFY AROUND SOME 
PROCEDURAL PROPOSAL. IN ANY EVENT, WE EXPECT THAT 
US POSITION OF BEING ONLY DC NOT HAVE IMPLEMENTED 
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A TP OFFER WILL BE SUBJECT TO FREQUENT CRITICISM.WALKER 
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